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Dear Colleague: 


Checking the status of NAPSAE membership day-by-day is almost as exciting as 
following the presidential election returns. With 100 to 150 new memberships coming in 
each week, the rapidly changing membership picture is pretty dramatic to watch. Two records 
were broken again last month (they'd been broken in October, too) when total membership 
went to the highest point in NAPSAE's history (4502) and the largest single-month gain was 
recorded (639). But a hard drive for still more members is underway this month. The bulk 
of the gain so far is in Associate Memberships (formerly called Teacher Memberships) but 
the heaviest recruiting effort this month is for Active Members. This is the last month that 


new Active Members can join for annual dues of $4.00. Effective January 1, the dues 


for all new Active Members will be $10. Present members, however, may renew at the old 
rate of $4 until July 1, 1961. 

















Now that the national election is over, what kind of reaction to adult education can we 
expect from the White House? Kennedy's statement (see box below) is strongly in favor of 
continuing education for adults. Based on that statement, we should expect at least strong 


moral support from him and you can be sure NAPSAE will be asking for such support during 
the next four years. 





As regular readers of PULSE know, adult education probably figured more strongly as 
an election issue this year than at any previous time. In Illinois, Otto Kerner, successful 
Democratic candidate for Governor, had actively campaigned for better quality and greater 
quantity in education for all citizens of the state. During the campaign, he specifically called 
for both more vocational and general educational facilities for adults. 








PRESIDENT-ELECT JOHN F, KENNEDY GIVES SUPPORT TO ADULT EDUCATION 


"We live in an age of rapid social change and unprecedented increase of new 
knowledge and scientific invention. In such an age we must do all in our power to strengthen 
our great system of formal education. But we must not stop there. We must also recognize 
that a free society today demands that we keep on learning or face the threat of national 
deterioration. We must educate people today for a future in which the choices to be faced 
cannot be anticipated by even the wisest now among us.... 


",.. The agenda before the American people is great. The problems are complex, 
| believe that an American that understands the importance of "lifelong learning" will be 
able to deal with those problems more wisely and more vigorously. 


"| am, therefore, pleased to express my support of those who are working to strengthen 
the adult education programs of our universities and colleges, our schools, our libraries, and 
our voluntary citizen organizations. Your efforts are helping America to move forward toward 
greater strength and cultural vitality which can make our nation once again a beacon-light among 
freedom-loving people everywhere." (Excerpt of a statement prepared by Senator Kennedy for 
the joint NAPSAE-AEA Conference in Denver, Colo., October 14-17, 1960.) 
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The question of fees for adult education continues to engage the attention of school 
boards, school administrators and adult educators. In Baltimore, despite a sharp drop in 
enrollments, Dr. George B. Brain, superintendent of schools, has urged the School Board 
to continue charging fees for attendance in the city's adult education program. New York 
State has watched its adult education enrollments plunge from more than 860,000 in 1956-57 
to about 500,000 this year. The principal cause, almost certainly, is the cut in the state 
appropriation for adult education which the legislature adopted last year. In Nassau and 
Suffolk counties (Long Island), however, the downward trend in enrollments during the past 
two years may be nearing an end. When state-aid was reduced, fees jumped 28 to 41 per- 
centin these programs. In Gary, Ind., the Tax Research Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce recommended that the appropriation for adult and vocational education be reduced 
from $311,000 to $150,000 and that every effort be made to make the program as "self- 
supporting as possible." The AE director and the superintendent of schools shot back with 
a point-by-point statement indicating why the budget was realistic and must stand as originally 
developed. In Duluth, Minn., where fees from $3.00 to $5.00 have been charged for most 
adult education programs during a number of years, enrollment has jumped 50 percent during 
the current year. And in Michigan, the number of school distriets providing educational -- 
services for adults increased each year for nine years while $300,000 in state-aid was 
available. The peak was 230 adult programs in 1957. But the next two years, 1957-58 
and 1958-59, showed a sharp decline when state-aid dropped to $200,000. Last year 
there were only 208 programs operating. 

















Names in the News. Allen W. Colegrove, formerly an elementary school principal, is 
now DAE in Greenwich, N.Y. ....Marguerite H. Burnett is retiring as state director of 
Americanization and Adult Education in Delaware after 41 years of service in that post .... 

In Denver, Colo., during the NAPSAE-AEA Conference, three former principals of Denver's 
Emily Griffith Opportunity School met with the current principal. It was the first time all 

four had met. They are Paul Essert, 1933 to 1941; Graham R. Miller, 1941-44; 

Howard L. Johnson, 1944-60, and Russell L. Casement, appointed this year... The 
October issue of THE ROTARIAN cited two educators for their service in professional assoc- 
iations --- Carl E. Minich, immediate past-president of NAPSAE, and Roy Frantz, president 
of the National School Boards Association ... Howard Wacker, a former elementary school 
principal, has been appointed DAE in Mount Vernon, Ohio ... Vernon S. Vavrina has been 
named assistant superintendent in the Baltimore, Md. Public Schools in charge of high schools, 
vocational and adult education. He succeeds Thomas A. Van Sant who has taken a new 
position with the New York City Public Schools ... ART EDUCATION, the journal of the 
National Art Education Association, has a regular feature section on adult education. 

Burton Wasserman of Levittown, Long Island, edits the section ... Paul Wetzel, formerly 
principal of the Arsenal Technical Adult School in Indianapolis, Ind., has replaced Robert Shultz 
as DAE in Indianapolis. Shultz is now principal of Indianapolis' Shortridge High School. 



































News from the States. Alabama has received a federal grant to organize an adult 
education course for non-readers and non-writers. Working with the literacy project is the 
Alabama Educational Television Network which has scheduled a 98-program telecast .... 
California adult educators had two chances to get together last month. State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Roy E. Simpson called a state-wide conference of AE administrators to 
discuss the place of educational programs for adults in the public school system. The California 
Council for Adult Education held its annual Fall Conference in Sacramento. Edward P. Stanley, 
chairman of the CCAE Legislative Committee, is recommending that all CCAE members be 
members of NAPSAE. The Oklahoma Association of Public School Adult Educators, held its 
first anniversary meeting in October and voted to continue the current slate of officers for 
another year. Thus Harry E. Hicks, DAE in Oklahoma City, continues as president. 











With a highly successful Denver Conference now a page in the NAPSAE history book, 
plans already are being made for the 1961 NAPSAE Conference in Washington, D.C. The 
Conference Planning Committee, chaired by Wilmer Bell, president-elect of NAPSAE, met 
last month to plan a three-day conference running from Thursday, Nov. 9 through Saturday, 
Nov. 11. The definite theme hasn't been selected yet, but the general purpose of the 
conference will be to indicate how public school adult educators can meet the challenge of 
change. Program chairman is Clyde Weinhold, state DAE in New Jersey. 








Francis Gregory, assistant superintendent for adult and vocational education in the 
District of Columbia Public Schools, is local arrangements chairman. Mr. Gregory reported 
his evaluation of the Denver Conference to the committee in detail but his entire report can just 
about be boiled down to three words -- "It was Great!" Most Conference events received a 


"good" rating. The keynote address by Arthur F. Corey, was overwhelmingly acknowledged 
as the high point of the Conference. 











Two vacancies on the NAPSAE Board of Directors were filled at the November Board 
meeting. J. Richard Smith, assistant superintendent of the adult education branch of the Los 
Angeles City Schools, was appointed to fill the vacancy left by Edna-Jean Hershey. Dr. Hershey 
asked to be relieved of her NAPSAE assignment because of her duties as principal of Denver's 
Park Hill Elementary School. L.C. Reynolds, supervisor of adult and veteran education for 
the Hillsborough County, Fla. Public Schools, was names to fill the unexpired term which 
resulted from the election of Wilmer Bell as NAPSAE's president-elect. 














The American Association of Land Grant Colleges and State Universities is preparing to 
celebrate a birthday in L962. President Abraham Lincoln signed the Morrill Act on July 2, 1862 
and brought into being the system of land-grant colleges, keystone of the vast agricultural extension 
adult education effort. State and local directors of public school adult education will be invited 
to work with special committees set up by the Land Grant Association to prepare for its centennial. 





Because of the great emphasis given to parent education by the 1960 White House 
Conference on Children and Youth last March, parent education programs are expected to move 
ahead rapidly during the coming year. Many of the programs will have common goals based on 
the materials developed for and by the Conference. Special materials prepared for the Conference 
are still available from the Publications Division of the Conference, 330 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington 25, D.C. 





One of the most distinguished news columns in the country is "Topics" which appears 
regularly in the New York Times. The entire column of Oct. 17 was devoted to a thoughtful 


and highly supportive review of significant adult education activities presented by the nation's 
public schools and colleges. 








The Book Beat. THE EFFECTIVE BOARD, by C.0. Houle, Association Press, 291 
Broadway, New York 7, N.Y., $3.50. Tells how to serve effectively as a board member ... 
EVERYDAY ENGLISH AND BASIC WORD LIST FOR ADULTS, by Angelica W. Cass, Noble 
and Noble, Inc., 67 Irving Place, New York 3, N.Y. Especially valuable for non-English 
speaking or under-educated adults ... THE AMERICAN CITIZENS HANDBOOK, Senior Citizens 
of America, 1129 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington 5, D.C. emphasizes fundamentals of 
citizenship, featuring the great charters of American democracy and basic documents of the 
United Nations. AMERICANIZATION AND ADULT ELEMENTARY BIBLIOGRAPHY, The 
University of the State of New York, The State Education Department, Bureau of Adult Education, 
Albany, N.Y. A listing of materials for adult education administrators, teachers and students 
with a helpful breakdown of content levels for non-English speaking adults. 











Another new NAPSAE membership service is ready to roll. This is the first official 
announcement of NAPSAE's “Lending Library Packet" service. We've taken seven topics 
on which we receive many inquiries each year and developed a packet of materials on each 
one. The ones we have ready are: 1) speeches about adult education, 2) various forms 
used by adult schools (attendance reports, etc.), 3) in-service teacher training materials, 
4) architecture of adult schools (floor plans), 5) adult education newsletters, 6) adult 
education annual reports, and 7) adult education course catalogs. 





To borrow one of the packets, just drop a note to NAPSAE requesting the packet by 
topic (newsletters, catalogs, etc.). We'll send it right off to you. Keep it up to two weeks 
then mail it back. There is no charge whatsoever for this newest membership service, except 
for the postage required to mail it back to NAPSAE. We hope gradually to expand the list 


of topics covered to many other areas. As new packets are made available, we'll announce 
them in PULSE. 





And here's another new membership service to watch for .... The Special Publications 
Committee is working on a comprehensive in-service teacher training program which adult educ- 
ation directors can use on a subscription-basis. The unique program will be tailored to the 
needs of each subscriber and the cost will be held down to the point where it should fit into the 
in-service training budget of almost any size program. The director using the program will 
receive materials for his teachers regularly as well as specific help in conducting a highly 
personalized program. The new program should be ready by late February. 





Cordially, 


Coheed... 


Executive Secretary 
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